
With Strong Roots,You Can Turn
the Game Around at Halftime and Win.

It _~ the 1985 Football Season and the se<:ond game of the season. I 'III» defensive

end fOf' the Chicago Bears and our opponent was the lolmpa Bay Boccaneers. We Wl'f'e
losing 14-0. We hadn't scored a singk- point and our defeme wuld not stop Sues sbr

running back, James Wilder, who already had rushed for 100 y..ds in the fi~t quarter.
The~ quartei" dock r,In down and, thankfully. it _ hillftime. Our legs were dead,

our hearts were down. We felt defeated. But not (oodl Mike Ditka. He knew we were a
talented team, more "deep-rooted" than our opponent. He knew _(Quid tap into those

strong roots and dig i:leep to renew our strength and spirit. We regrouped. adjmted our game pl.-l and

returned to the field with a new sense of vigor and fortitude. After halftime. we pI;!yed the game- Ike the
wotId champions we~ to be<:orne that year. Without a great (Ooch. who knt"W us so well and inspired

us·when we were down, we would have lost the game. Instead we beat Tampa Bay 28·14 and went on to

win Super 60wI XX.

All of tiS need to wltivate strong roots in ~ery aspect of our lives to grow and prosper. Dffp roots are
the very (ore of strength. Atree with sturdy roots can weather the wind. rain. drought or disease. With
strong roots we wil grow. not fall. I like to compare SUrmler to the second half of it footbal g;.me.
P:l.lnts that showed little or no ~fe d~ing the cold of Winter. "the first llalf:' are rejo-.enated. Their roots•
•stil strong and ali~. sprout new britnches in the Spring. like a mir'<lCle. brown twigs show their resilience

by sprouting new1_and blooms. By the Summer. strong trees bear rich fruit.

Coach Mike Oitb ~dug deep" to reveal the true strengths of my football team and rally us to victory.
At All Sports Community Service. we mentor young men atld women so they wil gowa foondation of
deep roots itnd be \'ictorioos in the game of life. Ma~ of the students we help come to us at their own
personal MhaiftilllM:' They ofte-n feel defeated or just need someone with a strong helping hand to reach
out itnd say ~Yoo cao win!"

All Sports is ertering a new Soeason...our "Soecond half." The students you generously supported havt'

growo strong and blossomed into doctors.lawters. teachers. coac~ prOUitm directors and pare-nts.
Not only itre oor first graduates flowerirlg in their own ca~rs. but tod<ty the deep roots that they
established io the "first half~ of All Sports provide the stability and spirit for new groowth. Ouroriginal
stude-nts have become me-ntors to the next generation. They'vt' established scholarships and lead
charitable foundations. Our mentors eYen attend graduations. sporting eYftlIs and ~ial celebrations
to leod a supporting hand to a young man or woman whose parents can not.

Success has RlaOY parents. Thank you all for being there for All Sports sineI' our ~kick off" in 1991.
when we first assisted IS students with their dreams of beirlg the first in their famiy 10 attend college.
Our vision - that I"YefY deserving student. supported by an adJlt who is an All Sports a....mni. wil come
back and. in lum. support another - has been planted and grown. We irwile you 10 corotirue this quest
Wllh your matching gift of ooly $500.00 per semeste~ we can continue 10 plU\lidl" for the new students
who will be going off 10 college in the Fall. Your contribution wi. contirlue to grow, wei beyond AI
Sports' winning "Sl"Cond half."

Ifyou would likt to htlp all All Sporls studt/ll readl !/lI'irgoal ofa
college tducaliem. please cOIlloct;

Tyrone Keys at tkeys@allsportscommunity.org
or ciln 813-966-1008 or 813->48-3729


